Tiiat the infection of scarlet fever is contained in 'the desquamated particles of skin shed in the later stages of the disease there never has been any doubt, bat authorities differ in tbeir opinions of how long the virus continues to be got rid of in this manner. The practice that has usually been adopted to ensure the prevention of the spread of the disease is to keep the patient isolated until all desquamation has ceased, but we have seen it stated that, whether peeling or not, at "the end of six weeks from the commencement of the illness the patient may without risk be discharged from isolation.
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Numerous attempts have been made from time to "time to render these desquamated particles aseptic, to kill the still undiscovered germ of scarlet fever, as it exists in these pieces of skin; but no one is so indiscreet as to allow a patient desquamating to mix with his fellow man, while trusting to inunction alone with our ordinary germ-killing reagents, for no doubt the infection is given off in other ways. All the other details, such as inunction and fumigation, &c., were carried out carefully and by skilled hands.
As regards the preparation itself, it certainly has a pleasant odour, the smell of the eucalyptus being more aromatic, and not so depressing in character as the well-known oil. It does not appear to be oily, or else in such a finely emulsified form that the sensation of oiliness is not felt. The smell is very persistent, and is not removed by several washings in water. All three patients complained of the smarting produced by the inunction, and when desquamation was free and tender skin exposed it was painful.
We do not consider that these cases are sufficient to condemn the use of this preparation, but failures as well as success in the use of new drugs should be recorded.
